Travellers in India

which came by the Aden route, about the
beginning of the fourteenth century opened a
regular trade with Trebizond. An effective
stimulus was administered by the Crusades,
and the eyes of Europe being opened to the
advantage to be gained from commerce with the
East, Amalfi, Pisa, Florence, and other cities
were not slow to demand their right to take
part in it. Thus was founded that medieval net-
work of trade routes between India and the
Mediterranean upon which was based, to a
large degree, the opulence and power of the
City States of Italy. Three events, all occurring
within the space of sixty years, subverted the
prosperity of these cities, and ruined their trade
with India. Constantinople fell before the
advance of the Turk in A.D. 1453; in A.D. 1516-
ij Selim annexed Syria and Egypt to the Otto-
man Empire; after the first but before the
second event Vasco da Gama doubled the Cape
of Good Hope and discovered a sea -route to
India. Before the shock of the first blow Genoese
prosperity fell in ruins, and that of Venice
tottered; the second dealt the latter city a still
severer stroke, and nothing but her wide com-
mercial relations and her extraordinary vitality
enabled her to continue with a renewed vigour
which eventually rendered Famagusta instead
of Alexandria the trading centre of the Levant;
but when the full results of the third began to
be felt, though in the actual event it was really
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